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1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1. 
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4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
ElBCtion/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claim 1 , drawn to a molding apparatus, classified in class 425, subclass 
503. 

II. Claims 2-7, drawn to a container, classified in class 215, subclass 6. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the 
apparatus can be used for making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this 
case the product as claimed can be formed by a materially different apparatus such as 
two injection molds having uniform cavities and a blow mold having two parisons 
equally spaced from the blow mold cavities such that the parisons are welded together 
upon blow molding. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Robert C. Collins on March 28, 2005 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, 
claim 1 . Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office 
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action. Claims 2-7 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the curently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 

6. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

7. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 2- 
7 to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 2-7 have been 
cancelled. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior art teaches or suggests an injection blow molding apparatus comprising a pair of 
core rods carried on a transfer head, means Including said transfer head for 
simultaneously positioning said core rods in first mold cavity and injection molding a 
preform around each said core rod, said mold cavities being constructed such that said 
preforms have non-uniform wall thicknesses around said core rods, and means 
including said transfer head for positioning said core rods and said preforms in a pair of 
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second mold cavities that are open to each other along a common wall portion, with 
said preforms being non-centrally positioned in said second cavities such that a portion 
of each said preform of greater wall thickness is spaced a greater distance from the wall 
of the associated cavity than the portion of each said preform of lesser wall thickness, 
and blow molding said preforms within the second mold cavities such that adjacent 
portions of said preforms are contact welded to each other at said common wall portion 
of said cavities and the container has substantially uniform wall thickness. The claim 
has been considered as having two means plus function limitations the first being an 
injection mold for forming two non-uniform thickness parisons and the second being a 
blow mold with the recited features and equivalents. The closest prior art Garwood 
discloses a glass blow molding apparatus wherein two glass parisons are positioned 
with a moid cavity having two necks and an open partition to form a multi-cavity 
container upon blow molding, but the reference fails to disclose or suggest the injection 
blow molding of non-uniform parisons in adjoining mold cavities with an open partition 
such that the parisons are non-centrally positioned in the respective mold cavities such 
that the thicker portion of the parison is spaced a greater distance from the wall of the 
associated cavity. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert B. Davis whose telephone number Is 571-272- . 
1 129. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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